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Hardy, Ronald Kampong 


The wave Javanese nationalism that has forced 
evacuation and bargaining over West New 
Guinea gives Ronald Hardy’s second novel timely in- 
concerns United Nations medical unit 
tenative villages, kampongs, but the background pro- 
excellent view the social and political prob- 
confronting the new republic Indonesia. These 
from rampant disease and squalor through the 
acceptance Communism arising out hatred 
Dutch. The treatment fundamentally sym- 
Indonesian aspirations but not without frank 
inexperience, bad judgment, and shabby 

growing resistance penicillin treatment 
and has strange corps: Dr. 
surly, callous Dutchman whom patients 
cellular phenomena and Lynd’s dedication 
Dr. Timson, capable but timidly in- 
nurse Ivy Miller, whose sexless, middle- 
contrasts with the vigor her native assist- 
Weydo, and much less tempting her boss; Dr. 


Stannard, stolid Dr. Kohl, the Albert 
Schweitzer Southeast Asia, officially belongs the 
team but contributes only his name and inspiration. 
Years pioneering have left him diseased shell, ad- 
dicted drink and blacklisted for association with the 
Partai Nederlander reformers. 


One line plot development follows the medical work 
the group. climaxes outbreak cholera 
that demands the best each them, revealing their 
substance and their shortcomings. Timson diagnoses 
the disease and tracks its source, but all have signi- 
ficant roles account that graphically realistic 
Lynd forthright organization brings the epidemic 
under control. 


The latter half the book drifts into political story 
only arbitrarily associated with the medical-research 
theme. Dr. Kohl the link. Years before had 
kept medical diary into which crept some the in- 
trigues which engaged. This document had 
left with old friend, Helen Meulenhoff, 
When realizes its incriminating nature under the 
Communists, asks Lynd regain for him. Lynd 
finds Helen widowed and destitute trollop after en- 
forced prostitution concentration camp. rescues 
the diary, only have stolen the police for its 
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338 Hardy Lindop Sitwell 


political value. presenting demands for West New 
Guinea, they plan use the diary the United Na- 
tions Assembly show evidence Dutch subversion. 


Meantime Helen has been imprisoned. Lynd and Kohl 
try unsuccessfully bribe the local police superin- 
tendent, strutting egotist named Pissaro, for the diary 
and Helen’s release. Pissaro himself has been duelling 
for power with his superior, Lt. Negri, and dies 
the victim booby-trap set his rival. Negri, how- 
ever, agrees free Helen Kohl will sign confession 
being Dutch agent. Kohl reluctantly accedes, ac- 
cepting imprisonment, disgrace, and probable death. 
This tragic conclusion crowned the final ironic 
disclosure Lynd that Helen, prior the confession, 
had committed suicide. Negri justifies the deception 
being for the good the state. 


Though not without occasional suspense, the bifurca- 
tion plot, with corresponding shift dominance 
from Lynd Kohl, weakens the narrative emphasis. 
Almost all the characters show briefly absorbing per- 
sonalities, but none sufficiently sustained psycho- 
logically detailed achieve major impression. Most 
adult readers, the intended public, will find the story 
interesting but less significant than the interpretation 
Indonesian nationalism. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Lindop, Audrey Erskine Mist Over Talla 
Doubleday. Dec. 27,1957. 185p. $3.00. 


Perhaps the most unnecessary sentence this novel 
the affirmation, “All the characters this book are 
fictitious, and any resemblance actual persons, living 
dead, purely coincidental.” There certainly 
semblance reality this pastiche. There instead 
wretchedly derivative medley Daphne Maurier’s 
Rebecca, William Henry Hudson’s Green Mansions and 
Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield, such fusion 


can imagined. 


Harriet Godden, sane, sensitive and apparently attrac- 
tive young woman, answers advertisement 
agony column, which reads: “Gentleman requires lady 
companion for This enigmatic wording 
might interpreted mean that the gentleman was 
seeking wife his companion. Harriet, who in- 
cidentally the narrator, subconsciously comes that 
conclusion and thus creates marital triangle. 


Harriet answers the advertisement and finds herself 
Shap Hundred, gentleman farmer’s estate Shrop- 
shire. Her charge, his wife Liane, fey character 
who prone motor recklessly over country roads, 
attempting return her novel home Talla, 
Ireland. Liane’s father, Patrick Ferris, Irish poet 
note, who seems also sort Gaelic Dylan 
Thomas. 


While fulfilling her responsibilities, Harriet falls love 
with Lead Stewart, Liane’s husband, for stereo- 
typed, retired British officer, who smokes pipe, speaks 
monosyllables usually, and has gruff exterior which 
hides what presumably his aching heart. beset 
with his wife’s irrational compulsion return Talla 


Best 


where she lived uninhibited life with her 


father. convinced that time can educate 


Liane less carefree existence, and relies 
siderably Harriet aid him. Harriet, 
questions whether worth the effort, 
since Liane her way far romance 
cerned. 

The climax achieved when the three them 
mad dash Talla, and Liane disposed fallin 
down cliff. But Harriet and Lead not marry. 
stead goes out Kenya, undoubtedly bear the 
white man’s burden. Harriet remains London, 
dering how she could have been stupid. 
anyone who reads this novel wonder the same. 


Brendan Larnen, 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York 21, New York 


Sitwell, Dame Edith English Eccentrics 
Vanguard. Nov. 15,1957. 376p. $5.00. 
effort find some antidote against melancholy, 
Dame Edith Sitwell has gone the dust-heap the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries give her 
report some the exaggerations “the attitudes 
common Life,” with the hope that from these distor- 
tions “dusty laughter” right arise. Though she relies 
good deal quotations from books for her material, 
she her fleeting best when she shows her own atti- 
tude. For instance, when Mr. Nathan, young “lover” 
Margaret Fuller (she visited England), decided 
marry younger woman, Miss Sitwell says: al- 
though Mr. Nathan felt himself free air, would 
have injured his high ideals see any signs such 
frailty the part Woman, whose legendary fidelity 
her birthright, bestowed upon her heaven. What 
inspiration this fidelity Man, supporting 
does his belief human nature those many 
sions when weighed down the disillusionment 
brought about the contemplation his own lack 
fidelity.” 
This tongue-in-cheek writing is, however, all too in- 
frequent throughout the book. One the liveliest 
eccentrics stand out Professor Porson who 
rumored once have carried young lady round the 
room his teeth. praise one his academic visits 
Germany, composed this ditty: 
went Franfort, and got drunk 

With that most learn’d Professor Brunck; 

went Wiirtz, and got more drunken 

With that more Professor Runcken.” 


Those four lines alone would entitle him space 
the Silver Treasury Light Verse. 


Granted that there much interesting material that 
Dame Edith Sitwell has brought together here but 
why must she would think that she 
would not only amused but even amusing the 
telling her anecdotes. Possibly she amusing 
heavy-handed way, but that sort humor from across 
the Atlantic does not come over one educated 


the Thurber school. 
Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 


Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
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lies con. This book, one the distinguished editors 

covers the period 1471-1530, the entire span Cardinal 

life—his boyhood, under the weak Henry 


and the Yorkist Edward IV, his manhood under the 


make Henry VII and, finally, the redoubtable “Good 
King Hal” Henry VIII unsavory reputation. opens 
with the famous quotation, Shakespeare wrote 
the Scene King Henry VIII, “Had but served 
God with half the zeal served King, would 
will not mine age Have left naked mine enemies.” 

biography, not biographical novel and his- 
too, since the author was forced read (as shown 


the reference notes) hundreds scholarly reference 


works order complete it. Already ordained 
Methodist Minister, this book should easily gain Ph.D. 
deserving piece scholarship, well worthy ac- 
ceptance outstanding Thesis the graduate level. 
the The whole work chronologically divided into six 
her books, each definitely covering integral part 
istor- humble priest, this great Cardinal who lived lavishly 
relies lavish times, trusted Popes was 
before death, again that humble priest who may 
atti easily have uttered those words attributed him 
‘lover” Shakespeare. any rate, his life showed was com- 
P . . 
Jed pletely capable renunciation sin and the Devil and 
his works. died Catholic priest the 
would ams Carthusian Abbot. 
Yet, his great works for England Chancellor for 
King, were forgotten because the Church re- 
What fused grant annulment the marriage that 
later Queen England, had already been born that 
marriage and history records Church annulment, 
lack 
after special dispensation had been granted had 
Henry marry Catherine, brother’s 
widowed bride. 
did the great Wolsey fall from power Cardinal 
York but died not disgrace but penury and 
visits penance, among his devoted Gray Friars. 
This absorbing book. lacks, perhaps, warmth 
with history. 
Franklin Dunham, 
Washington, 
that Belmont, Eleanor Robson The Fabric Memory 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 1957. 311p. $5.50. 
Mrs. Belmont truly grande dame tradition that 
the 
eginning life the daughter actress and herself 
coming one the stars the American and British 
stage, she resolutely abandoned brilliant career its 
height when she married wealthy Augustus Belmont. 
Thereafter, she not only became one the ruling 
queens American Society—with houses New York 


ity, Newport, Long Island, South Carolina, 
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among other places—but ably interested herself 
civic and national affairs, particularly the work 
the Red Cross and the Emergency Relief during the 
depression. Her interest the Metropolitan Opera 
House is, course, well known the millions who 
have heard her speak its behalf radio and tele- 
vision. Indeed, one might well say that the continu- 
ance these successful broadcasts opera have been 
large measure due Mrs. Belmont’s unflagging zeal 
promoting the funds which kept the Metropolitan 
Opera alive during the bleak days depression and 
during the days before opera became something more 
than the cultural facade the ultra-rich. Her interest 
it, all other activities, was genuine and com- 
pletely sincere; and that quality came through her 
audiences. 


Her reminiscences here are rich and meaningful part 
the history the United States; history from 
special viewpoint, that true; but, nonetheless, part 
not only the fabric her memory, but the fabric 
her country. 


Thompson, Kay Eloise Paris 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 18, 1957. $3.50. 

Aided and abetted again Hilary Knight, Miss Thomp- 
son takes her delightful little girl from the top floor 
suite the Plaza (New York) Paris for giddy 
whirl get the roses her cheeks. Ignoring Nahnee 
successfully, Eloise manages have gay and innocent 
time the island the Seine and returns home 
the Plaza none the worse and none the better for her 
trip. Not spontaneous Eloise, which introduced 
her, this still amusing. Children, especially 
little girls, will love it. 


Dailey, Edward Vincent Angels Under Wraps 
Bruce. Dec. 27,1957. 149p. $2.95. 

Unpretentious but skillful, this little collection tales 
the editor the Chicago New World perfect 
book for the lighter section the rectory library. They 
are evidently variations real events the author met 
while assistant Holy Name Cathedral and pastor 
St. Veronica’s. Most them are well-made short 
stories with the proper proportion humor, whimsy, 
heartbreak, and final straightening out through the in- 
tervention St. Michael and his cohorts. these the 
author shows the ease professional. Others, how- 
ever, not conform formula but seem slightly 
disguised bits real life, not prettied up. These may 
may be, after all, the better stories. any case all 
are good, and point field fiction which badly 
needs working, the human interest side parish 
priest’s experience. put this print difficult 
thing since professional secrecy involved, and 
great caution needed. Yet Fr. Dailey shows can 
done, earlier priest novelist proved, Canon Shee- 
han, who also wondered why priests did not more 
writing. needs developing, and can done more 
effectively priests than laymen who not know 
the rectory from the inside. The book suitable not 
only for priests parishioners, but also for school 


ifs 


= 
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writing this country, and our only regret that Fr. 
Dailey hasn’t made the collection twice long. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Ruhen, Olaf 

Land Dahori: Tales New Guinea 
Lippincott. 1957. 278p. $3.75. 
Sub-titled Tales New Guinea, Land Dahori 
collection short stories Olaf Ruhen who first saw 
New Guinea assignment group Australian 
periodicals. Ruhen, New Zealander, was captivated 
the beauty and mystery the islands and fascinated 
the many-tribed head-hunters who dwelt and still 
dwell their forest depths. penetrated many sec- 
tions the interior and gathered his frequent trips 
material for the time when would abandon news- 
paper work for free-lance writing. 


The first few tales are legendary source and tell 
the superstitions and taboos the tribes; the symbol 
ritual that accompanies the least event daily life; 
the fierceness existence the savage state. What 
immediately impresses the reader here the charm 
Ruhen’s rhythmic style, his rich vocabulary. am- 
biguity expression these selections suggests that 
this the way the natives tell the tales. 


much for the past. The present more com- 
pelling hour for Ruhen. sees the complex task 
civilizing the head-hunters formidable but worthy 
the utmost effort. impact upon the native 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
CTION 

Love Possessed (IIb) Cozzens Oct. 
Rally Round the Flag Boys 
Below the (Ila) Costain Oct. 
The Edge Darkness (Ila) Chase Nov. 15, 
the Beach (Ila) Shute Aug. 
Atlas Shrugged (III) Rand ov. 

The World Suzie Wong (IIL) Mason Aug. 
Remember God (IV) Kaufmann Sept. 15, 
The Wind the Forest (Ila) Fletcher 

NON-FICTION 

Baruch: Own Story Baruch Sept. 
“Where Did You Go?” Sept. 
Kids Say the Darnedest Things (Ila) Linkletter 
The Hidden Persuaders (Ila) May 15, 
Live Again (Ila) Marshall Nov. 
Stay Alive All Your Life Peale Apr. 15, 
The Day Christ Died (1) Bishop May 15, 
The New Class (Ila) Djilas Aug. 15, 


NOTE: The rating given Colin Wilson’s Religion and 
the Rebel the December issue, (vol. 17, 300), 
through typographical error was given (IIb). The 
rating for this book should (III) Through 
similar oversight, Monsignor James Magner’s The 
Catholic Priest the Modern World was dated 
published 1927; was, course, published 1957. 


Ruhen Degnan 


has been disappointingly meager. The early explorers 
whether Spanish, Dutch British were harsh masters 
and later adventurers such Captain James Cook, 
comparatively humane though was considered be, 
and others exploited the natives for trade 
The islands were raided for The 
ample the “hardy, free-roving criminals the day” 
holed they were the New Guinea coast 
century ago drew little admiration from the bright, 
serving eyes the bush. Native distrust the white 
man’s motive has become the first obstacle marked fo, 
withdrawal the fight ahead. Ruhen observed the 
native kindly, sometimes lazy, often quick, 
gent, humorous, the way mankind the world over, 
With the exception one tribe, the Benedieri, naitye 
loyalty profound. This was shown World War 
when those contact with the whites proved 
reliable and courageous. 


The balance the selections comprise short stories 
which the present-day District Officer and his men 
touch with native groups are made convey Ruhen’s 
general idea impact the white man 
upon the native vice versa. one story, the saving 
grace humor becomes armor protection for the 
black man well for the white when routine 
Government river patrol threatens end 
Again, the same Government men are understood 
all their frustrated loneliness; their wives all their 
boredom; and their servants for their devotion even 
unto death. still another, Ruhen takes issue with 
missionary efforts convert the native wholesale 
destruction his religious images before the meaning 
Christianity has been grasped. Others show the 
blacks able handle local disputes, take responsibility, 
and solve mysteries with the best them. 


Land Dahori means Land and By, “the 
hold postponement,” term derision. But there 
another interpretation similar the Polynesian 
“tahira”—Land Tomorrow where the future bright. 
Ruhen would rather think New Guinea this way. 
These are excellent adventure tales and men, especially, 
will find them good reading. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Degnan, Sister Bertrand, R.S.M. 
Mercy Unto Thousands 
Newman. Nov. 1,1957. 347p. $6.50. 


This life Mother Catherine McAuley written from 
materials diligently collected since 1945 Sister Mary 
Bertrand Ireland, England and America. The book 
well documented; there are thirty odd pages notes 
and bibliography appended the text. Both the 
Preface the author and the Foreword Edmund 
Gibbons, Titular Bishop Berbe, are dated 1954. 


There are three sections the book bearing revealing 
titles: Sifted Wheat, Cloak Mercy, Fire Cast 
the Earth. 

The first tells the birth Ireland, the north 
Dublin and Martinmas, 1778, Catherine McAuley 
and her growing years, first home with her family 
and later the adopted home the Callaghans. 
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Catherine’s father kept both hands open for the poor 
shared with them not only what had but much 
hoped have. This vision unstinted 
generosity stayed with Catherine all the days her life. 


After his death, Catherine was invited live with the 
and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Callaghan. Their 
Was richly rewarded, for the wife the Faith 
and the husband came swift and true 
lay dying, alone but for Catherine. 


the money left her Mr. Callaghan which 
Catherine her organized work with and for 
the poor. the feast Our Lady Mercy, the first 
house mercy was opened Baggot Street. 


The second section, Cloak Mercy, carries the story 
the joy and pain through which was born the 
family Mercy spread today around the world. 


Catherine McAuley, for twenty-five years labored 
woman company with others like mind 
feed the hungry, give drink the thirsty, instruct the 
imorant, visit the sick, bury the dead. She and her 
gave extraordinary service during the cholera 
epidemic 1832. She met, faced, and conquered the 
opposition always present the beginning God’s 
work. Her trust and her confidence were always and 


only never failed her. 


Pressed friend and enemy alike, Catherine McAuley 
fnally submitted and agreed turn her group lay 


workers into religious community. She had never 


repugnant. When one fifty years old, 


easy become novice. But Catherine willed 


God’s will and the months she and her companions 
with the Presentation Sisters novices tightened 
and strengthened the cords union and peace which 
bound them their work for God’s poor. 


Fire Cast the Earth the story the quick kindling 
and bright blazing the Mercy ideal spread 
throughout Ireland, across the sea England and, 
intent not fact, even far America. For eleven 
years Mother Catherine traveled the roads mile after 
mile, opening new houses, spreading her trust Divine 
Providence, counselling, chiding, praising. 


When she came die Martinmas, 1841, she could 
speak gently and quietly those about her mercy, 
consideration, sympathy. These had been her life; she 
left them legacy her daughters. 


This book good reading, not tedious, though the last 
section heavily laden with quotations from Mother 
Catherine’s correspondence. good book for every- 
body, lovely tribute Mother Foundress. 
Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
President, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Mann, Arthur Branch Rickey 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 22,1957. 312p. $4.00. 


This book not much account Branch Rickey 
account what made Baseball run during the 
past years. Wherever there was action—there was 
ckey and most always participant. 
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Baseball owes much his energy and creative think- 
the big numbers the players’ uniform 
the lowering the bars negro players. Incidentally 
Rickey himself insisted that Jackie Robinson was re- 
cruited solely “to won games for Brooklyn.” 


The whole system major league teams controlling 
minor leagues and using them “feeders” due 
Rickey—over intense opposition—especially from Judge 
Landis. 


Rickey was born 1881. went college and then 
studied law the University Michigan—coaching 
football and baseball the side. 1905 appeared 
his first big league baseball game catcher for the 
St. Louis Browns. Later became manager the 
Cardinals and left them 1942 become President 
and General Manager the Dodgers. From 1951 
1955 headed the Pittsburgh Pirates and present 
Vice-Chairman the 7-man President’s Committee 
Government Employment Policy. 


The author newspaper man and writes like one. 
The book factual, orderly, with very little interpreta- 
tion—except that everything told from the Rickey 


viewpoint. 
James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 


Streeter, Floyd Benjamin 

Ben Thompson, Man with Gun 
Fell. Nov. 217p. $4.50. 
For those who have never heard Ben Thompson 
enough say that stood shoulder shoulder 
with men like Wild Bill Hickok and Wyatt Earp— 
except that was little more the left the law. 
“While everyone these men was brave Ben was 
the most dangerous deadly combat with 
had “20 notches his gun the age 20” and 
saw plenty action after that. was finally killed 
sort trap 1884 the age 43. 


There little effort delve into the interior the 
man. The book confines itself the usual about life 
the frontier towns with this difference every 
statement weighed carefully. This turns slows 
things. Thus one dramatic scene are told that 
Wyatt Earp was the only man who dared put our 
hero, Ben, under arrest only learn some sen- 
tences later that this was almost certainly not true. 


The author, who died 1956, was head librarian 
Kansas State College. devoted much his spare 
time research this frontier period our country, 
about which has written several other books. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 
Cronin, Michael 
Washburn. Dec. 18,1957. 206p. $2.95. 


Miss Enid Taylor comes from England up-country 
Mexico claim run-down ranch left her her 
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deceased uncle and runs into serious trouble, including 
attempts her life. Fortunately she has won the 
support Richard Maidment and his friend John May- 
nard, who succeed protecting her from the machina- 
tions wily and unscrupulous lawyer, and unravel 
the mystery behind the evil plotting. satisfactorily 
suspenseful adventure story novel setting with 
some off-beat complications; but for adult readers pre- 
ferably. 


Withers, The House the Beach 
Rinehart. Nov. 29, 1957. 250p. $3.00. 


Katherine only twelve years old when her mother 
dies drowning and she left the care her step- 
father and his sister the ultra-modern house the 
beach which her wealthy mother had taken such pride 
in. She wakens one night knowing someone her 
room and terrified. When she learns that her 
stepfather, she knows instinctively that trying 
kill her, but knows also that one will believe her 
unless she can produce proof. This tightly plotted 
and suspenseful story you will have come upon 
long time. Grade-A for adult readers who enjoy 
chills with their thrills. 


Brackett, Leigh Eye for Eye 
Doubleday. (Crime Club) Dec. 136p. $2.95. 
Ben Forbes’ wife, Carolyn, disappears one late Novem- 
ber afternoon, without trace and without motive. The 
car still the garage, preparations had been made 
for dinner, she had taken clothes, not even coat. 
Then learn that Guthrie, whose wife’s divorce 
had been handled Ben, has planned use Carolyn 
Forbes hostage get Lorene, his wife, back before 
the decree becomes final. When telephones Forbes 
and gives him five days produce Lorene, else will 
kill Carolyn and many others the principals 
can before being caught, Ben afraid tell the 
police, even his good friend Detective Ernie McGrath. 
Tension mounts slam-bang climax, with only 
Lorene being weak link the plotting. 


Hansen, Robert Back the Wall 
M.S. Mill. Nov. 13,1957. 255p. $2.95. 

The setting small town Vermont; and Daniel 
Bedford, veterinarian living outside town, shot 
one morning. finds later that lone old lady 
neighbor, whose farm had bought few days before, 
has been murdered her antique-filled farmhouse. 
number outsiders seem interested forcing Dan 
sell the Mindwell Parrish place, and eventually be- 
comes clear that they are trying find supposedly 
buried fortune. There plenty action and some 
good characterization. Mr. Hansen expert plotting. 


Ames, Delano She Wouldn’t Say Who 
Washburn. Dec. 28,1957. 192p. $2.95. 


Jane and Dagobert Brown are the amateur detectives 
this slow-paced British whodunit involving Aus- 
trian actress named Zizi and the cast play being 


Withers Brackett Hansen Pocket Print and Reprint 


Best 


prepared for production from novel Jane wrote dur. 
ing domestic interlude when the Browns tried settling 
down job for Dagobert and suburban cottage 
Jane. The complications are rather too complicated, 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks 

Among the Penguin Books, one the most valued 
should the new translation The Song Roland 
which the late Dorothy Sayers completed shortly 
before her death. The historic ballad deserves wider 
recognition, especially among college students, (#175 
(Penguin A-398, $0.85; I), study prose construc. 
tion from the earliest beginnings English modem 
(Penguin A-43, $0.85; I), intended introduction 
the Penguin series Shakespeare’s plays; gives 
adequate background for the average student reader 
Euripides’ Cyclops and Sophocles’ 
something for the connoisseur the classic student, 
(Penguin #176, $0.65; IIb) Ancient Voyagers the 
Pacific Andrew Sharp turns out absorbing 
history voyages discovery and migrations 
peoples the widely scattered islands the South 
and Central Pacific; gravure illustrations, maps, 
raphy, index and list sources make this valuable 
addition the arm-chair traveler’s shelf Houghton, 
Mifflin have added The Rise Silas Lapham 
Howells their Riverside series; this reprint edited 
Edwin Cady, (A-28, $0.85; New World 
Writing: Number collection stories, essays, 
poems and one play, (“Favor Island” 
win), selected the editors the New American 
Library from the product little known contemporary 
writers; spite its up-and-down quality, this 
interesting sample attitudes and methods, (Mentor 
$0.50; IIa) Story Poems edited Louis 
Untermeyer, (Pocket Library 516, $0.50; I), revised 
and enlarged edition the 1945 Pocketbook Story 
Poems, and very welcome, too. 


The Sagamore Press has added its American Century 
series six new titles. Mark Twain’s Life the Missis- 
sippi has introduction Prof. Walter Campbell 
—who writes also under the pseudonym Stanley 
Vestal—of the University Oklahoma, (S-21, $1.45; 
dour, (S-22, $1.75; Jack London’s novel, The 
Iron Heel (1906), has introduction Max Lerner, 
(S-23, $1.45; McElderry, Jr., the Uni- 
versity Southern California provides introductory 
essay Longstreet’s Georgia Scenes, dating from 
1835 and sometimes said forecast Caldwell and 
Faulkner, (S-24, $1.25; IIa) Oliver Holmes’ 
The Autocrat the Breakfast Table, already available 
other reprint series, introduced Herbert Brown 
Bowdoin College, (S-26, $1.45; and George 
Cable’s novel Louisiana, The Grandissimes, first 
published Scribner’s 1879, prefaced essay 
Newton Arvin, (S-25, $1.45; six are 
recommended for use courses American 
ature. 
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Guderian, one Hitler’s ablest general officers, 
recognized expert tank and armored warfare, gives 
vivid account World War from the German 
fought particularly France and Russia, 
with most intimate record the ruthless- 
ness, power and weaknesses the top bananas 
$0.50; Ila); special word praise should 
Constantine FitzGibbon, the translator, 
flowing and readable English version The 
Bridge Remagen Ken Hechler, (Ballantine F-234, 
first printing the story few Ameri- 
who practically stole bridge across the Rhine 
the German defenders they were set de- 
molish it. The first pages are verbose that some 
may lose interest; but once the action centers around 
the Ludendorff Bridge March 7th, 1945, there 
hold attention. Interesting and enlightening, 
the account Hitler’s reaction this affair 


Remagen. 


Mystery and Crime 

The Dice Spelled Murder Fray (Dell 
IIb), original about call girls convention 
hotels fronting for crooked crap games, with murder 
Not worth the crime fans’ time Mignon 
Postmark Murder, (Dell 955, $0.25; I), 
abridged version competent “old-hand” plotting, 
concerning millionaire’s will which sparked three 
Erle Stanley Gardner, another old hand, 
represented reprint The Case the Runaway 
Corpse, (Pocketbook C-281, $0.35; Richard 
Marsten’s Vanishing Ladies (Permabook M-3097, $0.25; 
uses motel setting for crime and 
William Fuller makes Brad Dolan’s Blonde Cargo 
rough, tough, tropic and tepid crime afloat the Carib- 
bean, (Dell A-151, $0.25; IIb) The Man Who Paid 
His Way Walt Sheldon, (Bantam A-1656, $0.35; 
uses the honest-cop-fights-organized-vice theme; 
one wonders why much fiction puts politicians into 
the vicious and ruthless criminal class. Isn’t about 
time change the venue and tag the labor racketeers? 
... Ten Days’ Wonder Ellery Queen, (Pocketbook 
2740, $0.25; I), lets Ellery make mistake solving 
crime and then have chase hard catch the real 
murderer The perennial John Dickson Carr, one 
the best the business, has three puzzlers re-re- 
printed: Till Death Part, (Bantam 1683, $0.25; 
Whispers, (Bantam 1684, $0.25; I—1946 original, re- 
printed Patrick Butler for the Defense, (Ban- 
tam 1682, $0.25; Ila—original 1956) David Alex- 
ander’s The Murder Whistler’s Brother, (Bantam 
1736, $0.25; was reviewed here, vol. 16, 269) 
Ben Benson’s Ninth Hour, (Bantam A-1638, $0.35; 
was reviewed vol. 16, Peter Cheyney’s 
Cocktails and the Killer was titled “Ladies Won’t 
Wait” when first published, (Avon 797, $0.25; 
Another David Alexander tale, Die Little Goose, (Ban- 
tam 1655, $0.25; I), was noted vol. 16, 77... 
Agatha Christie’s The Mysterious Affair Styles dates 
from 1920, has been reprinted before, but still good 
Poirot puzzle, (Avon T-205, $0.35; The Case 
the Murdered Redhead new name for “The Faceless 
Adversary” Frances and Richard Lockridge, (Avon 
800, $0.25; I), cf. vol. 16, 110... Michael 
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Bryan’s Murder Majorca first printing fair- 
to-middling chase after 300-grand worth smugglers’ 
diamonds; the setting seems arbitary, the characters too 
much made for their roles, (Dell A-145, $0.25; IIb) 
The Pace That Kills William Fuller tries hard 
match its title telling the impact escaped 
juvenile murderer—who “victim his environ- 
several domestic crises the Florida 
Everglades area, (Dell 105, $0.25; IIb). original. 


Westerns 

Don Ward’s Gunsmoke based the popular CBS- 
programs the same name, and nothing more 
than the programs revised into short-story form, 
concerning Marshall Matt Dillon who rules the wild 
frontier, (Ballantine 236, $0.35; Luke Short 
editor Colt’s Law, collection nine short stories 
about gunfighting, (Bantam 1680, $0.25; Red 
Richard Vincent, (Permabook M-3098, $0.25; IIa), tells 
villain trying grab Indian lands framing the 
Indian owners. original and not all bad... 
The Brave Cowboy Edward Abbey, (Pocketbook 
1185, $0.25; I), good chase story with oldtime 
cowpoke beating enemies with helicopters, radios, ma- 
chine guns and all such modern contraptions skillful 
use his trusty old rifle Peter Dawson’s Treachery 
Rock Point first time book form story 
serialized not long ago the Saturday Evening Post, 
Newsom, (Bantam A-1685, $0.35; IIa), laid Ari- 
zona Territory around 1866 with Dick Benteen having 
difficulties with the assorted emotions among the people 
his train, including pampered belle who proves she 
can fight when she has Pursuit Lewis 
Patten, (Permabook M-3088, $0.25; I), competently 
written tale how Casey Day chases bandits who stole 
$150,000 and his girl Louis L’Amour calls his tale 
how Matt Brennan, last the gunfighters, sets out 
avenge the murder friend, Silver Canyon, (Ban- 
tam 1681, $0.25; I); either headed for the 
films, Stanley Vestal, (real name: 
Campbell), gives the 14-year history the wild and 
woolly Dodge City, (Bantam F-1687, $0.50; I), and 
makes another excellent entry Bantam’s topflight 
Frontier Classics .Peter Dawson mixes rustlers, 
crooks, gunfighters and the elements adversaries 
the brave cowman fighting protect his herd after 
being framed and jailed Trail Boss, (Bantam 1695, 
$0.25; The cattlemen and sodbusters have 
again and then turn ex-Marshall Bruce Martell 
Indio Valley Matt Stuart’s Gun Smoke Showdown, 
(Bantam 1696, $0.25; IIa) Chainlink Owen 
Evens, (Ballantaine 240, $0.35; I), original western 
about man who risked range war bid for big 
profits Texas cattle ranch Powdersmoke Range 
William Colt MacDonald abridged version 
variant the power-mad dandy goon theme, (Avon 
799, $0.25; IIb) Already U-I film, The Man 
the Shadow Harry Whittington may justly 
labelled “adult western.” (Avon T-196, $0.35; I). 


General Fiction 


Erskine Caldwell author Stories here introduced 


with essay Canby, (Pocketbook, $0.35; 
more value the literature student than the aver- 
age reader Another reworking the old Pamela 
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Pocket Print and Reprint 


title for the pulp edition his 1946 D-grade 
“Send Them Summer” Soldier’s Weekend, which 
about not necessarily soldier, 
T-206, $0.35; And winning the plastic 
cup for the most lascivious and misleading cover 
month, the Avon edition phantasmagoria 
Seven Steps Satan, which reads like 
student’s first attempt fiction. Discredited 
thor Merritt, (Avon, T-208, $0.35; IIb). 


Miscellaneous 


Cartoons created his own time Walt Disney 
mator turn out funny Roy Williams’ The 
Secret World Roy Williams, (Bantam 1697, 
Harvey Kurtzman edits what calls The 
bug Digest, double dozen satiric cartoons, parodies 
Mau-mau stories and “Pagan Place,” private 
ads, TV, movies, etc. The creators Mad make this 
often funny and frequently pointed criticism, 
tine 242, $0.35; Earl Wilson, (“midnight 
the columnist) has prepared collection biographic 
sketches NBC Book Stars, illuminated 
caricatures Wachsteter, which should please the 
fan-mag crowd, (Pocketbook 1184, $0.25; 
ence Britton has edited collection seven complete 
dramas and comedies The Best Plays 
(Ballantine 238, $0.35; I), representing the 
Hour, Matinee Theater (2), Studio One (2), Kraft 
Theater, Goodyear Playhouse 
scripts from 1957 offerings The Best 
Humor 1957, (Ballantine 235, $0.35; I), samples 
Our Miss Brooks, December Private Secretary, 
Jerry Lewis, the Goldbergs, Garry Moore, Ozzie and 
Harriet, and others For the girls Constance 
The Handbook Beauty, (Dell 400, $0.35; I), which 
has calorie charts, hair styles, skin care hints, make-up 
advice, exercises develop deflate the body-con- 
Presumably for males, however, 
Model Railroading, fifth edition prepared and 
vised the Editorial Staff the Lionel Corporation, 
makers model railways, (Bantam S-1663, $0.75; I); 
fascinating instructions building the table 
form, laying out tracks, operation, etc., The Art 
Mixing Drinks, (editor/author unidentified), based 
the Esquire drink (drunk?) book, are told. 
has recipes for mixes, party procedures, excuses for 
parties, and larded with cartoons from and char- 
acteristic Esquire, but poorly printed, (Bantam 


F-1688, $0.50; 


and Clarissa, etc., etc., theme Ada Cook Lewis’ Jenny, 
which might sub-titled “the making tart, 
(Pocketbook C-266, $0.35; IIb, cf. B.S. vol. 16, 92) 
Andrew Geer’s Canton Barrier, (Pocketbook C-271, 
$0.35; IIb), was noted here when first published, cf. 
DuBose Heyward’s novel Porgy 
reprinted Bantam (A-1689, $0.35; IIb), time for 
publicity attending the forthcoming film version 
Porgy and Bess John O’Hara’s Pal Joey, 1940 vin- 
tage, seems reissued catch with the film version, 
(Bantam 1679, $0.35; IIb) So, too, The Bridge Over 
the River Kwai, (Bantam A-1677, $0.35; IIa) The 
author All About Eve, which got Academy Awards 
some years back, gives Broadway showdown when 
star Brenda Hale signs for play which two ex- 
lovers, one ex-husband, and the current amour are in- 
volved respectively leading man and 
“angel,” and author, (Permabook M-4086, $0.35; IIb. 
called Diamond the Sky These Thousand 
Hills Guthrie, Jr., good frontier novel 
about Montana author The Big Sky and The Way 
West, (Pocketbook C-267, $0.35; Dodsworth 
Babbitts Europe, (Dell F-63, $0.50; catch 
the film advertising, Eric Hatch’s Man Godfrey, 
whacky comedy derelict made butler, (Bantam 
1694, $0.25; IIa), good fun 
The Earth the Lord’s historical novel centered 
around Ghenghis Khan, (Bantam F-1702, $0.50; IIb) 
Cronin’s The Spanish Gardener, (Bantam 
$0.35; B.S. Sept. 1950), has also just 
been released film version B.S. April 1949, 
reviewed Jerome Weidman’s The Price Right, (Avon 
T-207, $0.35; IIb) The Day the Locust 
Nathanel West, (Bantam A-1704, $0.35; III), reveals 
the wild undisciplined talent flaying Hollywood 
grifters John Collier’s Fancies and Good Nights 
collection stories from master the bizarre 
also master craftsman the genre, (Bantam 
1703, $0.50; IIa). This the best bet the lot, our 
opinion And include the reissue The Memoirs 
Casanova, abridged new translation Lowell 
Blair, because mostly fiction, and not tittivating 
most the unwary will think from the blurbs, (Ban- 
tam FB-415, $0.50; III) With it, spirit not 
anything else, Don Gastone and the Women Gof- 
fredo Parise, (Avon T-209, $0.35; tasteless trans- 
lation maliciously proper anticlerical Italian novel 
about philandering “priest” Hansford Martin’s 
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